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Romans XIV, 16. 


Let not then your Good be evil ſpoken of. 


AMONGST many Excellencies, 
which unite to recommend our 
holy Religion, there are few that 
ſhew its benevolent Spirit in a ſtron- 
ger Light, than its requiring us, 
not only to abſtain from every 
thing ſinful ourſelves, but carefully to avoid giv- 
ing any Occaſion of Sin to others. If the moſt Rom. xiv. 
innocent Action we do, will be thought a wrong us 
one by any of our Brethren; we are ſtrictly bound, 
either to omit it, if we can without conſiderable 
Inconvenience ; or at leaſt to guard and explain 
it, as well as the Nature of the Caſe will permit: 
that ſo we may neither tempt him to cenſure us 
uncharitably, nor to imitate us againſt his Con- 
A 2 ſcience. 
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ſcience. The former of theſe is the Danger, 
which the Words of the Text moſt naturally ex- 
preſs: and to keep clear of it, is a Matter of great 
Importance. 

ArTENT ION to obviate Cenſures, may often 
prevent Us from acting, as well as Others from 
judging, amiſs. And where we act ever ſo right- 
ly, yet if we are ſuſpected of erring, though in 
Circumſtances only, and ſeem negligent of that 
ſuſpicion ; it may grieve good Perſons, and per- 
haps weaken their Union with us; it may intire- 
ly ſeparate from us the inconſiderate and waver- 
ing ; it may give a handle to the Bad for great 
Triumph and Miſrepreſentation; and both in- 
cline them to grow ſtill worſe, and enable them 
to do ſtill more Harm. Whereas prudent Care, 
firſt not to deſerve Reproach, and then not to lie 
under it, may procure us Regard from Mankind, 
by ſhewing Regard to them ; may ſecure the well- 
diſpoſed on our fide, and furnith them with the 
Means of defending us; may convince even the 
prejudiced of ſome of their Miſtakes, and mode- 
rate their Vehemence in the reſt, At leaſt, we 
ſhall thus exerciſe a true Chriſtian Temper, im- 
prove ourſelves, and. be exemplary to others. 

Bur though we are concerned to vindicate 
all our Actions from injurious Charges, yet our: 
virtuous Actions eſpecially. When things mere- 


ly lawful are condemned, the Damage may be. 
ſmall : 


. 
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ſmall : but if worthy Deeds are vilified, Religion 
ſuffers deeply. And therefore, as we are now 


aſſembled to patronize a Deſign, which we ap- 
prehend to be a very valuable one, but which 


ſome have oppoſed and decried, the Erecting of 
Schools for the Children of the Poor; I ſhall 


endeavour to ſhew, 


I. THAT this is a good Work. 

II. Wu Ax are the right Methods, to prevent 
its being evil ſpoken of. 

III. Wu Ar Courſe we are to take, if that 
cannot be prevented intirely. 


L1TTLE remains to be faid indeed upon any 
of theſe Points, which hath not been ſaid often 
already. But if Perſons will repeat Objections, 
the Anſwers muſt be repeated too. And the 
plaineſt Truths, as they cannot influence at all if 
they are forgotten; ought to influence us the 
more, not. the leſs, for being frequently incul- 
cated. 


I. Firſt then it muſt be ſhewn, that this 
Method of giving the Children of the Poor a 
Chriſtian Education, is a good Work. 

Now if we believe Chriſtianity true, we muſt 
believe it is the way'to eternal Happineſs. And 
were we to doubt of its Truth, we muſt not- 

withſtanding 
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withſtanding fee it is the way to preſent Happi- 
neſs. For it confeſſedly teaches in the cleareſt 
manner, and inforces by the ſtrongeſt Motives, 
every thing conducive to private and publick 
Welfare: and nothing elſe doth ſo. Natural 
Religion, as diſtinct from Chriſtianity, whatever 
Zeal may be p tended for it, neither hath been, 
nor is likely to be, ſeriouſly propagated : nor is it 
capable of carrying in it the Direction, the En- 
couragement, or the Terror, that Revelation doth. 
Virtue, without Religion, will perpetually be mo- 
delled by Peoples Fancies, and overturned by 
their Paſſions and Intereſts, for want of the 
Hopes and Fears of Futurity to counterbalance 
them. And human Laws, the only Reftraint 
beſides, extend but to a ſmall part of our Beha- 
viour : and without Principle, they will be faul- 
tily contrived, and remiſſly or partially executed: 
Men will elude them in ſome Caſes, break thro' 
them at all Adventures in others; and having 
once lcarnt to deſpiſe Death, as they well may if 
nothing follows it, will have little Fear of what 
the Magiſtrate can inflict. All Ages and Nations 
have found theſe things true: they are viſibly ſo 
in our own, to an uncommon Degree : and Ex- 
perience joins with Reaſon to acknowledge, that 
Scripture points out the only Remedy: All U 


Iſai. liv. 13. children ſhall be taught of God, and great ſhall 


be the peace of thy children. 
IF 


N 
* 


— —— 


_ — — — — | 
at CyrisT-CHurcn, London. 


Ir then the Belief of Chriſtianity be thus ne- 
ceſſary, Inſtruction in it ought to be early. The 
abſolute Ignorance we are born in, and the Pro- 
penſity we manifeſt immediately, to receive Im- 
preſſions from what we ſee and hear, are an evi- 
dent Proof of our Maker's Deſign, that we ſhould' 
be formed by Education into what we are to be. 
And had this never been neglected, Error and 
Wickedneſs had never prevailed. Now indeed, 
ſince they have, Inſtruction will in moſt Places, 
more or leſs, lead. Children into what is wrong, 
But ſtill it is the ſureſt Method we can take, to 
preſerve them from it. Were their Friends to 
teach them nothing, would their own Paſſions, 
and the Companions they would chooſe, be bet- 
ter Tutors? 'Their Reaſon indeed poſſibly might : 
and very poſſibly might not. At leaſt it would 
come. too late, and be minded too little, to be 
truſted to alone, Where they are taught from 
the firſt ever ſo well, and governed ever fo pru- 
dently, it doth not always ſucceed. But ſuch 
Care muſt. afford vaſtly greater Hope, than if 
they are left to themſelves without any, till bad 
Notions and Cuſtoms have taken root, till their 
Appetites are- grown vehement and their Tempers 
ſtubborn, till they laugh at Advice and diſdain 
Authority. If then we would prevent all the 
Miſery ſuch Wretches may ſuffer, all the Miſ- 
chief they may do, all the Burthens they may 

bring 
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Prov. xxii. 6. 


of the Poor? Unqueſtionably it is the Duty of 


1 


bring on Society; if we would make them uſe- 
ful to the World, and happy in themſelves; the 
plain Rule is, Train them up when Children in 
the way they ſhould go; and probably, when they 
are old, they will not depart from it. 

Burr by whom ſhall this be done, in the Caſe 


their Parents. But many of them are Orphans. 
Many have Parents, who teach or allow them to 
be taught all manner of Evil : and moſt of them, 
ſuch as want Leiſure, or Capacity, or Diligence 
to teach them the Good they ought ; and at the 
ſame time are unable or unwilling to pay others 
for teaching them. Great Numbers of them in- 
deed are removed early into Families of better 
Rank. But how very little Proſpect there is in 
general, that more Care will be taken of them 
there, than their neareſt Relations took at home, 
I need not fay. Will then the publick Inſtruc- 

tion of the Church ſuffice? But alas! what 

Maultitudes of them are there, that ſeldom or ne- 

ver go thither? The Laws that require it, are 

not executed: their Parents have not uſed them 

to it: their Maſters are indifferent about it, or 

perhaps make it difficult to them : and what 

wonder, if in theſe Circumſtances the poor Crea- 

tures neglect it ? Beſides, there is ſome Degree 

of previous Knowledge requiſite to their attend- 

ing publick Worſhip to good Effect. And the 

Miniſter 
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Miniſter alone, were they always duly ſent to 
him, cannot ground them ſufficiently in the firſt 
Elements of that Knowledge: nor in larger Pa- 
riſnes make any conſiderable Advance towards 
It. 
WHaAT further Proviſion might be made in 
this important Affair, either by enacting new 
Laws, or inforcing the old ones, is not a Point 
to be conſidered here: but only, what can be at- 
tempted by private Zeal and Prudence; the Laws 
and the Execution of them continuing ſuch as 
they are, and probably will be. 

Now as to Perſons in higher Circumſtances : 
they muſt and will be left to themſelves, to edu- 
cate their Youth juſt as they pleaſe ; and they, 
and we, muſt take the Conſequences. But the 
Poor are many of them deſirous to have theirs 
educated rightly. And moſt of them may be 
induced to it by thoſe additional Encouragements 
of cloathing and fitting them for Buſineſs ; which 
are ſingly very excellent Charities, and, joined 
with religious Inſtruction, make a very complete 
one. Surely there can be no doubt then, whe- 
ther a Method ſo beneficial every way, to the 
Children, the Parents, the Publick, ſhould be 
- Joyfully embraced. The wiſeſt and beſt of an- 

tient Legiſlators and Philoſophers, have all pre- 
ſcribed a ſtrict Education of Youth, as the Foun- 
dation of every thing good. Both the Jewiſh 
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and Chriſtian Inſtitutions abſolutely enjoin it. In 
Proteſtant Countries abroad, Teachers are univer- 
fally provided for the Children of the Poor; who 
are in moſt Places bound by Law to become 
their Scholars . Our Governors at home, both 
in Church and State, with the whole Body of 
ferious Perſons of all Denominations, have ſhewn 
their Approbation of this Deſign. The only Per- 
fon who hath attempted publickly to prove it 
hurtful, hath attempted in the ſame Book to 
prove Vice a publick Benefit T. I know but one 
Author more, of the leaſt note, who hath de- 
clared againſt theſe Schools : and He fairly ac- 
knowledges, that, © under a proper Regulation, 
© ſomething like them may be commendable ||,” 
though he was led, by unhappy Prejudices and 
falſe Reports, to inveigh with great Bitterneſs 
againſt the Conduct of them. 


II. LET us therefore enquire, in the ſecond 
Place, what are the true Methods to prevent this 
good Work from being evil ſpoken of. 

No theſe in general muſt be, Giving no 
Occaſion for juſt Objections; and, Returning 


— 
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* See the Dean of Peterboreugb's Sermon at the Meeting of 
theſe Children, 1740. p. 23. 

+ Fable of the Bees. 

! CaTo's Letters, N* 133. 
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ſufficient Anſwers to unjuſt ones. Undoubtedly 
the former is the main Thing. For wrong Con- 
duct neither can nor ought to be defended ; and 5 
right Conduct will in a great meaſure defend it- J 
ſelf: yet not fo intirely, but that a ſeaſonable F 
Vindication may be neceſſary for the beſt Cauſe, t 
I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſet forth jointly, | 
What ought to be done ; and where any Accu- | 
fation worth notice hath been brought, What is 
done, ſo far as I have been able to learn, in the | 
Choice, the Management, and the Diſpoſal of | 
theſe Children. — 
1. TRAA Liberty of choging fit Objects for 7 
this Charity is a great Advantage, which Hoſpi- | 
tals for Foundlings have not ; and ſhould be uſed 
with great Uprightneſs and Diſcretion. If we | 
admit thoſe, whoſe Parents or other near Friends ; 
are able and likely to give them a proper Educa- | 
tion ; we divert the Bounty, which we under- 
take to conduct, from ſuch as need it: and there 
is but too much ground to apprehend, that ſome 
who have no need may requeſt our Aſſiſtance. 
If we ſend in Children to be maintained at a 
common Charge, whom we ſhould elſe have 
brought up at our own: this is burthening the 
School to eaſe ourſelves ; and poſſibly, receiving 
more from it, than we contribute to it. And if 
we allow the Recommendations of powerful 
Friends, or the Entreaties of Dependants, to en- | 
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gage us in undue Preferences: it is purchaſing 
Favour from the one, or the falſe Reputation of 
Good-· nature from the other, at the Expence of 
our Character as faithful Stewards. 

Tux next Conſideration, after the Neceſſities 
of the Children, ſhould be their Fitneſs : both 
of Mind, to take in the Inſtruction they are to 
have; and of Body, to go through the Buſineſs 
they are deſigned for : otherwiſe the Pains and 
Money ſpent upon them may be quite thrown 
away. | 

WHERE theſe things are equal, or nearly ſo; 
the Offspring of induſtrious and good Perſons, 
ordinarily ſpeaking, ſhould be fure of Admiſſion 
before others: both as the Proſpect of Succeſs 
with them is much fairer, and as their Parents 
may juſtly expect the Comfort of having this 
Diſtinction ſhewn them by the profeſſed Patrons 
of Religion and Virtue ; which will alſo partake 
of the Encouragement and Countenance that 
They receive. Yet if the Fund intruſted with 
us can be extended further, to the Families of 
negligent, or even groſſly wicked Creatures: as 
they certainly want Inſtruction more, ſo we ought 
not to deſpair of their improving by it. If they 
can be kept, for any conſiderable time, ſeparate 
from their wretched Friends ; though the Coſt 
will be greater, yet the Advantage is fo viſible, 

both 
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both in Speculation and in Fact *, that very ah 
Good might be hoped for from this Method, 
were it more practiſed, But even if they can- 
not be ſeparated, yet what they learn at School 
will be ſome Antidote againſt what they ſee at 
Home: beſides that bad Parents will often aſſiſt 
the Endeavours that are uſed to keep their Chil- 
dren from becoming like them; and now and 
then have been ſhamed and reformed by them, 
inſtead of corrupting them. This kind Proviſion 
may indeed make ſome only the more idle and 
extravagant: and ſo may that of Parochial Re- 
lief, or of Hoſpitals for the Sick. But for the 
molt. part, they who are thus worthleſs, would be 
equally fo, if all theſe Benefactions were aboliſh- 
ed. The ſame ſort of Perſons neglected their 
Children before Charity Schools were known, 
who do it now. And it is great Mercy to the 


poor young Creatures, to enable them to fay : al 
When my father and my mother forſake me, the Pl. xxvii.12, ' 
Lord taketh me up. | 


2. In the Management of theſe Children, as 
teaching them Religion is the chief Thing pro- — 
poſed, ſo it ought to be chiefly attended to: 

which it may without Hindrance, indeed with 

Advantage, to the other Parts of their Educa- 
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tion. In order to this End, getting by Heart 
their Catechiſm, and their Prayers, and ſelect 
Portions of Scripture, is a Step by no means. to 
be omitted or deſpiſed. For Experience hath 
taught the need of fixing thus in their Memories 
at firſt, what their Underſtandings will after- 
wards ripen gradually to comprehend. But then 
if this one Step be miſtaken for the Whole ; they 
may be brought up in all the Form of Religion, 
with ſcarce any Meaning accompanying it. And 
though very general and confuſed Sentiments of 
Piety and Duty may often be of great uſe, both 
in directing and reſtraining Perſons : yet ſome- 
times it 1s poſſible they may do Harm; and 
more diſtin& ones cannot fail of being, in pro- 
portion, more ſafe and beneficial. Their Teach- 
ers therefore ſhould very carefully explain to 
them, as ſoon and as clearly as they can, every 
thing which they oblige them to repeat ; and 
make proper Trials, from time to time, of their 
apprehending as well as remembring what they 
are taught : In which Branch of their Work they 
may be greatly aſſiſted, partly by ſome of the 
printed Expoſitions, which they ſhould always be 
furniihed with; and partly by informing them- 
telves, what Methods are taken in the neighbour- 
ing Schools of beſt Repute. Another very ad- 
vantageous and very pleaſing way of increaſing 
their Acquaintance with Religion, would be, 

turning 
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turning their Attention, as they read the Bible, 
to the more uſeful Parts of its Hiſtory, by fami- 
liar and ſhort Remarks upon them; ſuch as their 
Inſtructors can make, and They can enter into, 
without Difficulty. Nor would it be at all a hard 
Matter, by the Help of almoſt any one of the 
ſmall Pieces written of late in Defence of Chriſ- 
tianity, to give them ſo much Inſight into the 
Grounds and Evidences of it, as will furniſh 
them with much better Reaſons for believing it, 
than they will ever have for diſbelieving. And 
as this is, at all times, a piece of Juſtice due to 
reaſonable Creatures; ſo it is, at the preſent time, 
peculiarly neceſſary to a moſt unhappy degree. 

Tur Knowledge thus inſtilled muſt be con- 
ſtantly applied to the producing of ſuitable Diſpo- 
fitions. And above all, there muſt be diligently 
imprinted on their Hearts a deep Reverence of 
God, as the Almighty and all- ſeeing Ruler of the 
World; who hath given ſuch Laws to Men, as 
he knows are neceſſary for their Good; and will 
make us everlaſtingly happy or miſerable, as we 
obey or tranſgreſs them. This is a Principle, 
which will operate from the firſt, on every Ca- 
pacity, in every Caſe : will make Duty appear 
important, and Sin dreadful : will teach them to 
feel the Inſufficiency of their natural Strength, 
and to rejoice moſt heartily in the Grace of the 


Goſpel ; to be ſincere and earneſt in their Prayers, 
regular 
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regular and watchful in their Lives, and through 
the whole of their Courſe mindful of the End x. 

ConsTANT Attendance on Publick Worſhip 
is one ineſtimable Benefit, which this Education 
ſecures to Children. And to render it as uſeful 
to them as poſſible, they ſhould be diligently 
taught, and I doubt not but they are, to ap- 
proach the Houle of God with the utmoſt Seri- 
ouſneſs, to hearken reverently to his Word read 
and preached, and perform their Part of the Li- 
turgy in ſuch a manner, as may beſt engage their 
own Attention; and yet give others no Diſtur- 
bance, by the Noiſe of their Reſponſes, or the 
Loudneſs of their Singing: concerning which 
Particulars, expreſs Directions have been given 
by the Truſtees, The Indiſcretion of teaching 
them difficult and unuſual Tunes is, I hope, near- 
ly corrected every where. But a reaſonable De- 
gree of Skill in the common ones, will be a need- 


ful Support of the Harmony of the Congrega- 


tion, a means of familiarizing good Thoughts to 
their Minds, and of making Divine Service more 
cheerful and pleaſing to them: which they ſhould 
be engaged by every Motive to frequent, as long 
as they live : elſe all they have been taught will 
ſoon wear out; and the Lord's Day become the 


— 


See the Lord Biſhop of Sodor and Man's Sermon, preached on 
ame Occaſion with this, in the Year 17 24. 
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moſt ruinous, inſtead of the moſt beneficial, Part 
of their Time. 

Ir muſt be expected, that we mould recom- 
mend to theſe Children the Faith and Worſhip 
of our own Communion, as all other Chriſtians 
do: and teach them that Reſpect to the Church 
they are Members of, and the Miniſters who of- 
ficiate in it, which the Scripture in very ſtrong *_ 


_”Y . 
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Matth. xviit. 


Terms requires they ſhould have. But all this Thef v. 


both may and ought to be done with ſuch Tem- Iidb. d. 17. 


per and Prudence, as not in the leaſt to ſerve the 
Purpoſes of Superſtition and Uncharitableneſs, or 
civil or religious Tyranny ; but of true Piety 
and Virtue alone : which they will never learn 
from thoſe, of whom they think either ill or 
meanly. And whatever Deſigns of carrying 
Things further, have been either juſtly or un- 


juſtly ſuſpected, ſome time ago, in ſome few Ca- 


ſes; yet there doth not appear any ground of 


Suſpicion remaining. And as I believe no Set 
of Clergy, fince the World became Chriſtian, 
were ever fo fully and generally convinced, as 
ours at preſent, of the Wickedneſs and Folly of 
making Attempts upon the Liberties of Mankind; 
ſo every obſerving Perſon muſt ſee, that this 
Danger is far from being an imminent, or an in- 
creaſing one. Tragical Fears, it muſt be owned, 


were entertained, or pretended, at firſt, of the 


unmoderate Power, which the Inſtitution of 
C theſe 
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theſe Schools would give us. But Time and 
Experience have throughly ſhewn, how very lit- 
tle Reaſon there was, on any ſuch Account, ei- 
ther for us to be fond of the Scheme, or the Laity 
jealous of it. The Enemies of Religion indeed 
will of courſe exclaim againſt the Greatneſs of 
our Influence, even whilſt they deſpiſe us for the 
Smallneſs of it: but all others may ſurely ſee 
Cauſe to wiſh we had much more than we have, 
for good Purpoſes; and God forbid we ſhould 
either deſire or uſe any, to promote bad ones. 
NexT after the Duties we owe to our Ma- 
ker, Chriſtianity requires Obedience to our earth- 
ly Governors. And the Government we are 
now bleſſed with, is ſo neceſſary for the Preſer- 
vation of every thing valuable to us, that all Per- 
ſons of all Ranks fhould be habituated from their 
earlieſt Years to pray for it, and honour it, and 
live contentedly and thankfully under it : but 
1 Theſl. iv. thoſe of low Rank particularly, 7 be quiet, and 
Berk do their own buſineſs ;, not exerciſing themſelves in 
Paal. cxxxi. 1. matters too high for them. And if this Rule were 
either tranſgreſſed or neglected by the Directors 
or Teachers of our Charity Schools; it would be 
an inſuperable Objection, ſo long as it continued, 
againſt encouraging ſuch of them as were thus 
fundamentally miſmanaged. But indeed there 
hath been found, on repeated Enquiry, very good. 
Reaſon to be fatisfied, that the Faults of this 
kind, 


ff Ia 


A —_ Deo 
— — 


. - — nd - 2 
- — — 2 2 £3 i 
\ — — . Fe ou > —— 2 
— - N — — - . — - - ry 1 * = — 
==> "= — — — - 2 . — p 
— _ — . N = 7 
— — _ n — 


— 


at CHRISsT- CHURCH, London. 


19 


kind, which there might be once, never reached 
far, and have been long ago reformed. The 
Imputation therefore now would be prievouſly 
unjuſt : but there cannot be too ſtrict a Caution 
to avoid all Appearance, not only of Diſloyalty, 


but of every Party Regard of every ſort, in the 
whole Conduct of this Deſign : for much of its 


Support, and much of its Benefit, abſolutely de- 
pends upon that one thing. 

ToGETHER With the Habits of Religion and 
Obedience to lawful Authority, theſe Children 
ſhould be taught every other that is uſeful and 
good. Their Moral Behaviour, a Point of vaſtly 
more Conſequence than their Learning, ſhould 
be diligently watched, both in the School, and 
as much as poſſible out of it roo; for which 
Purpoſe they are diſtinguiſhed by a peculiar 
Dreſs : and their Parents ſhould be earneſtly 
warned, not to undo what their Inſtructors are 
doing. IIl-humour, Idleneſs, Indecency, Lying, 
Diſhoneſty, Profaneneſs, ſhould be ſeverely pu- 
niſhed as often as they are obſerved : and if any 
of them corrupts the reſt, or appears incorrigible 


himſelf, he ſhould be immediately diſmiſſed; and 


no falſe Tenderneſs, or mean-ſpirited Fear of diſ- 
obliging, ſhewn, either by Teachers or Truſtees. 
For maintaining the Credit of a School, is the ſure 
Way of providing for the Support of it. 
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| Bur particularly Humility ſhould be inſtilled 
if into them with ſingular Care. They ſhould un- 
} derſtand, that the loweſt of thoſe whom their 
Parents maintain, are for that very Reaſon their 
Superiors : and that no Education given as an 
Alms, can be a ground for thinking highly of 
themſelves. Their Uſage in all reſpects ſhould 
be anſwerable to ſuch Leſſons. Cleanlineſs ſhould 
be required of them, as far as ever their Employ- 
ments allow it: but no extraordinary Proviſion 
ſhould. be made for it, nor the leaſt Affectation 
of, Nicety tolerated in either Sex. Their Cloaths 
ſhould be no better, if ſo good, as they may 
hope to wear all the reſt of their Lives; no 
Gaicty of Colour, no trifling Ornaments permit- 
ted; nor any Diſtinction between them and other 
Children, which they can poſſibly be tempted to 
take Pleaſure in. If they are fed : their Food 
(ſhould be of the coarſeſt fort, and not more than 
enough. If they are lodged : it ſhould be in a 
manner, that is ſuitable to every thing elſe. For, 
beſides that Frugality is a moſt important Branch 
of Faithfulneſs in the Management of Charities, 
Lam. ii. 27. 1 45 good that they ſhould bear the yoke in their 
youth; be 'inured to the Treatment they muſt 
expect to meet with : and wrong-judged Indul- 


gence is the greateſt Cruelty, that can be exer- 
ciſed towards them. 
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THESE things, with others to be mentioned 
in their due Places, require much Diligence and 
Prudence; but, if poſſible, yet more Piety and 
Seriouſneſs, in their Maſters and Miſtrefles. If 
they have the Religion and Morals of their Chil- 
dren at heart; they will find means, with mode- 
rate Abilities, and few and artleſs Words, to give 
them a ſtrong Tincture of both. But if they are 
luke warm and indifferent about the Matter; they 
will take little Pains, and be little minded, and 
nothing will be learnt, beyond a few Forms. 
Therefore in the Choice of them, not their Po- 
verty, not the Recommendation of others, not 
our own Deſire of ſerving them, ſhould deter- 
mine us : but merely their Fitneſs in theſe prin- 
cipal Points; for the want of which, no Quali- 
fications elſe, either natural or acquired, can ever 
compenſate. Nor is choofing them diſcreetly by 
any means ſufficient, without ſuperintending them 
continually afterwards ; to examine what Progrets 
is made under them, to excite or reſtrain, to praiſc 
or reprove, to ſupport or diſmiſs them, as their 
Behaviour ſhall give Cauſe. 

THE Miniſters of their ſeveral Pariſhes, I be- 
lieve, do not fail, as Occafion offers, to counte- 
nance and afiiit them, in the religious Part ot 
their Work eſpecially. And would they beſtow 
pretty frequently ſome kind Advice both upon 
them and their Scholars; the good Conſequenecs 
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of it might reach farther, than at the firſt View 
may appear. For if being taught their Duty 
makes theſe Children viſibly better ; other Per- 
ſons, it may be hoped, will teach theirs alſo: but 
if it doth not, a haſty Concluſion will immedi- 
ately be drawn by too many, that Religion doth 
Harm, or at leaſt no Good. 

ON great Help, both to the Underſtanding 
and Practiſing of Religion, is, being able to Read. 
The Will of God is contained in his written 
Word : and why have we it in our Mother 
Tongue, but that all may be acquainted with it? 
We are often reminded, that Perſons ought to 
judge for themſelves: This is qualifying them 
tor it. By the means of pious Books, which that 
excellent Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knows 
lkedge, amongſt their many other good Works *, 
have provided for the Poor at very cheap Rates, 
they who can read, may have at all times plain 
and familiar Inſtructions and Warnings, concern- 
ing each Part of their Duty, which they can re- 
view at every leiſure Hour, dwell upon frequent- 
ly, and fix in their Hearts. Many of them can- 
not attend on publick Service near fo often as 
they would : Reading will make them great 
Amends for this. Many grow inſenſibly negli- 
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gent and thoughtleſs : Reading will awaken 


them, and flrengthen the things that remain, and Rev. iii. 2. 


are ready to die. They may indeed learn Wick- 
edneſs from Books: But they may alſo learn full 
as much without them, by the Diſcourſe which 
they hear every Day. And as good Books will 
be put into the Hands of theſe Children firſt, 
and teach them to abhor bad ones, and enable 
them to ſpend their Time agreeably and profita- 


bly alone, and bring them of conſequence nei- 


ther to need nor love dangerous Company: there 
can be no doubt in their cafe, on which fide the 
Benefit lies. But, beſides religious Advantages, 
being able to read 1s of very great uſe in all com- 
mon Buſineſs : and ſcarce any Body hath Ser- 
vants who are unable, but on one Occaſion or 
another finds conſiderable Inconveniencies from it: 
which is likewiſe the caſe of Writing and Ac- 
counts. If indeed the poorer Sort were to be car- 
ried on ſo far in the two laſt Accompliſhments, 
as to give them an ExpeRation of living by their 
Pen; it would neither be Charity nor Prudence, 
but only diſtreſſing their Betters : amongſt whom 
there are Multitudes of Perſons thus qualified, 
ready at all times for Employment. But ſome 
low degree of Skill in this Way is already too 
common, either to make Them grow vain, or 
others murmur at them : and the more it ap- 


proaches towards being univerſal, the ſmaller will 


be 
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be the Danger, and the greater the Benefit. In 
Country Villages indeed Writing may be leſs 
needful: and poſſibly may turn the Minds of the 
Children, or of their Parents for them, to ſome 
other Buſineſs than Huſbandry. And therefore 
in ſuch Places, it may perhaps be as well omit- 
ted; and I believe commonly is. But Reading 
muſt be ſerviceable in all Places. For however 
uſeleſs or hurtful to Perſons in low Lite the high- 
er kind of Improvements may be; which is a 
Point moſt abſurdly inſiſted on in writing againſt 
Charity Schools, where no ſuch things are taught: 
yet enabling the meaneſt People to carry on their 
Buſineſs more commodiouſly, and know their 
Duty more throughly, (the almoſt only Uſes they 
will ever put their Learning to, if religiouſly 
educated,) muſt ſurely have a Tendency to make 
them better, not worſe. Ignorance and Stupidity, 
which fome, though unwilling to own it, have 
pleaded for ſtrenuouſly on this Occaſion *, who 
on others accuſe the Clergy as the great Promo- 
ters of them, are neither Virtues nor Friends to 
Virtue. On the contrary, moſt of thoſe are 
abundantly wiſe 7 do Evil, who to do Good have 
no knowledge. 
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Bur ſtill, as Work is what all theſe Children 
are deſtined for, it ſhould be conſtantly had in 
view : and they ſhould enter upon it whilſt they 
are at School, if poſſible. It will make them 
uſeful at preſent, and both able and willing to 
work afterwards. It will put vain and idle Fan- 
cies out of their Heads; and ſhew all the World, 
what is really aimed at. It will filence the prin- 
cipal Objection of Enemies, and remove the only 
Scruple of many true Friends. Accordingly, for 
ſome Years paſt, it hath been ſtrongly infiſted on 
by almoſt every Preacher on the Subject ; warm- 
ly recommended by the worthy Society above- 
mentioned, who were the firſt Authors of this 
whole Deſign : and is, I doubt not, as earneſtly 
defired by the Truſtees, as it can be by the Pub- 
lick ; whoſe Expectations are perfectly reaſonable, 
but a little too impatient. 

Many right and excellent Undertakings are 
ſurrounded with vaſtly more Difficulties in the 
Execution, than immediately ſhew themſelves. 
Truſtees of Leiſure and Activity to attempt ſuch 
a Change, and of Skill and Intereſt enough to 
conduct it with Succeſs, cannot be had in an In- 
ſtant for every School, Maſters and Mliſtreſſes, 
very valuable in other Reſpects, may be unquali- 
fied in this, or too fully employed already to un- 
dertake more : adding ſupernumerary ones would 
be A and ſubſtituting better upen the 
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Whole, may at preſent be impracticable. Doubts 
alſo may ariſe, on very juſt Grounds, What Work 
to try. Children are not fit for all Sorts: Ma- 
nuſactures proper to employ them are not ready 
at Hand every where: and ſetting up ſuch on 
purpoſe, as any conſiderable Number of them 
could be engaged in, might be an Expence and 
a Riſque very imprudent, on ſo uncertain a Fund 
as Charity. Befides, where Manufactures, which 
might be ſuitable to them, are eftabliſhed, the 
Workmen concerned in them can uſually fupply 
them very fully with their own Children : and 
heavy Complaints would be made, and many 
Contributions withdrawn, if others interfered to 
take the Bread out of their Mouths. It is faid 
indeed, Hands are wanting : but the Truth is, 
Employments are wanting, in moſt Places, for 
theſe very young People. Their Parents can 
make no Profit of them: elſe they certainly 
would, inſtead of ſending them to School. The 
Pariſh Workhouſes can few of them find any 
Work for the Children brought up in them, 
that turns to Account. And moſt unhappily, 
ſeveral of theſe Difficulties are the greateſt in this 
City : where yet the Number of thoſe, who want 
to be provided for, is and muſt be the largeſt. 
HowEveR, till fuller Employment can be 
had for them, they are much better employed at 
School than they would be elſe. How are other 
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rents or the publick Rates, ſpending their Time? 
Viſibly, the moſt part of them, neither in doing 
nor learning any one thing that is good; but as 
much of the contrary, as ever they will and can: 
whilſt theſe are kept, all of them in a conſidera- 


ble Degree, and ſuch as are lodged at their Schools, 


intirely, from bad Company and bad Habits , 
which their Parents have not Leiſure to keep them 
from, if they had always Inclination : They are 
accuſtomed to Application and Confinement, to 
Orderlineſs and Obedience ; which will greatly 
prepare them for keeping cloſe to Work hereaf- 
ter: They are bred up in the Precepts of honeſt 
Induſtry : They have it upon their Minds from 
the farſt, that they are to get their Living that 
way, and no other; and they are at laſt all put 
out to it. | 

SURELY theſe Conſiderations muſt have the 


Effet, on all thinking Perſons, of reſtraining 


their Cenſures, though by no means their Wiſhes. 
For it is both to be wiſhed moſt ardently, and 
endeavoured moſt heartily, that every. Obſtacle to 
ſo excellent an Improvement, as that of introdu- 
cing Work, may as ſoon as poſſible be every where 
overcome. This is not a thing, which You, who 
are the Managers of theſe Charities, are driven in- 
to, and excuſing yourſelves from as long as you 
can, You very well know, how important a 

D 2 Duty 


poor Children, whether maintained by their Pa- 
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Duty Induſtry is. You neither have, nor can 
have, any Inducement to diſcourage it in this 
Caſe ; but all the Reaſons in the World to the 
contrary : and ſuch as abſurdly clamour againſt 
you, would give a much better and very welcome 
Proof of their Zeal, if they would aſſiſt you, and 
ſhare the Difficulties of the Attempt with you, 
But, without waiting for what is ſo little to be 
expected, there are ſome Schools where the Chil- 
dren do work : why may not their Methods and 
Regulations be inquired into and imitated by 
others? All the new erected Schools in Ireland 
join Labour with Inſtruction : probably ſome- 
thing might be learnt from Them. Perſons of 
Experience in various Kinds of Buſineſs in this 
great City, could ſurely, ſome of them, ſuggeſt 
what at leaſt would deſerve Trial. For the Girls 
eſpecially one ſhould think Employment might 
be found; and for moſt of them, I believe, is: 
complete Employment, where they live together; 
and where they do not, a good deal; in making, 
for Inſtance, their own and others coarſe Cloaths. 
For as to fine Work of any fort, it would be raiſ- 
ing them above the Rank they are intended for : 
and might therefore be a worſe and more laſting 
Miſchief, than ſetting them to none. What ei- 
ther Sex can do, perhaps, will ſeldom turn to 
much Profit : but merely doing any thing that 
tends to Uſefulneſs, will be fo great an Advan- 
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tage to them of itſelf, that ſome Danger, nay 
ſome Certainty of Loſs by it at firſt, may very 
well be born for the ſake of it. Or to prevent 
this, if any Perſon would hire, or even accept of 
their Service, for one part of the Day or Week; 
the Remainder of it might be very ſufficient for 
their other Inſtruction. Or whenever their Pa- 
rents could keep them well employed, provided 
Aſſurance was given that they did ſo, That might 
be allowed : eſpecially in the Country, where, 
according to the different Scaſons of the Year, 
there are very buſy and very leiſure Times: and 
their Friends will be much the readier to ſend 
them at the latter, for being ſure of their Aſſiſt- 
ance at the former. Their Learning, it muſt be 
acknowledged, will go on the more flowly for 
it, and their Teachers will have more Trouble 
with them: but ſooner or later they will be 
taught as much as they need. And accordingly 
I fee with great Pleaſure, that the printed Rules 
of the Truſtees have expreſſly provided, indeed 
for every thing right and proper in the Manage- 
ment of their Truſt that can well be thought of, 
but particularly for Leave to be given in this 
Caſe. And were there exact Accounts procured 
from every Part of the Nation, what Rules are 
obſerved in the ſeveral Schools, with the Reaſons 
of them : I am perſuaded it would be a Means 
of vindicating them in moſt things, as well as 

directing 
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directing them better in ſome. I ſhall only add 
further under this Head, that where Labour is 
not made part of their Buſineſs, it will be ad- 
viſable to take in and diſmiſs the Children very 
young. For fo they will have all that they can 


| Have: Work as ſoon as poſſible, and other In- 


ſtruction in the mean while. 

3. Tur Manner of d:/po/ing of them, when 
they come to be diſmiſſed, is the next Point to 
he treated of. And as all Education is for the 
ſake of what ſhall follow it, the Traſtees for 
them. ſhould intereſt themſelves not a little in 
their future Courſe of Life; and, fo far as they 
can, ſecure their Parents: Conſent when they are 
admitted, to their being placed out properly. 

Tur Profane or Vicious, if any fuck be al- 


| lowed to take them, will eſteem. them the: leſs, 


not the more, for a conſiderable Part of what 
they have learnt ; will do nothing to preſerve the 
Impreſſions of it, perhaps a great deal to eftace 
them: and then will throw the whole Blame of 
their ill Behaviour on the Management they have 
been under; and charge it with every thing that 
their own Imaginations can ſuggeſt. Good Per- 
ſons therefore ſhould always be ſought out for 
them to go to. And they ſhould be earneſtly 
intreated, to keep them in the Way they have 
been put in : eſpecially to ſee, that they conſtant- 
ly attend on the Lord's: Days Service, and make a 
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proper Uſe of their religious Books. For ſome 
ſuch ſhould always be given them at their teav- 
ing the School, with a folemn Charge concern- 
ing the main Branches of their Conduct. 

Bur not only the Perſons they are placed 
with, but the Employments they are fixed in, 
ſhould be well conſidered. Great Numbers of 
them have been ſent to Sea: and it is not the 
Fault of the Truſtees, but the Parents, that more 
are not defending or enriching their Country on 
board our Ships. Of the reſt, thoſe bred in this 
Town moſtly become either Apprentices or Houſ- 
hold Servants : and, it ſeems, Objections are 
made againſt each Method of diſpoſing of them. 

Ir hath been faid, that they are put to retail- 
ing Shopkeepers, or other eaſy Employments, un- 
ſuitable to their original Condition; and that more 
Money 1s required, and given with them, than 
with other Children : all which, I am affured, is 
abſolutely falſe in Fact. They are put, as they 
undoubtedly ought, to laborious working Trades, 
and no other : with many of them no Money at 
all is given : with moſt of them, but forty Shil- 
lings: with ſome few, five Pounds: but more 
with none. And indeed it is evident, that the 
Friends of fuch an Education will diſpoſe of them 
as cheap as they can; were it for this Reaſon on- 
ly, that they may take in as many as they can. 
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ANOTHER Suggeſtion is, that they are put 
out to worthleſs Perſons, in bad Circumſtances, 
who take the Money, and then break. But nei- 
ther of This do I find any Proof. However, 
though a groundleſs Aſſertion, it may furniſh an 
uſeful Warning. 

Bo x at leaſt, it is objected further, breeding 
ſo many of them to Trades occaſions a Scarcity 
of Servants. Now even'in this Town, not two 
thirds of the Boys, nor much above one fourth of 
the Girls, have been put Apprentices at all : and 
a great Part of theſe were probably no other than 
Houſhold Servants, taken by Indenture for a 
Term of Years, What the Proportion hath becn 
in the Country doth not appear : but in all likc- 
lihood it muſt have been very ſmall. Or were it 
otherwiſe, Diſproportions of this Nature will ſoon 
rectify themſelves. Where Apprentices or Jour- 
neymen are not wanted, and other Servants are, 
theſe Children will of courſe be ſent where the 
Demand is greateſt: nor can the Truſtees have 
cither Inclination or Power to prevent it. 

Bur whilſt one of the Writers againſt our 
Charity Schools accuſes them of leſſening the 
Number of Servants *, the other charges them 


with increaſing it +. Poſſibly the Meaning may 
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be, that they increaſe the Number of the upper 
and idler ſort, and leſſen that of the lower and 
more laborious. Now as to this: the Boys, 
when they come from School, are plainly inca- 
pable of the higher Services: nor are many of 
them taken, even for Footmen. And yet, what 
Plenty ſoever there is of Livery Servants, there is 
ſo loud a Complaint of the Want of ſober and 
honeſt ones, that I apprehend it would be no In- 
convenience, but a general Advantage, if more 
of theſe Children were ſo diſpoſed of, in ſerious 
and regular Families: for in others they would 
have little Chance of doing Good, and a great 
one of being ruined, Then for the Girls: as 
they certainly . ought not either to be raiſed into 
the eaſier Places, or qualified for them; ſince it 
would hurt both others who have a better Claim 
to them, and the Publick ; fo I cannot find that 
they are : 'but that low Buſineſs, with low Wa- 
ges of fifty Shillings or three Pounds a Year at 
moſt, is what univerſally falls to their Share, till 
by a Courſe of Diligence and Faithfulneſs they 
can better their Condition ; which ſurely then 
ſhould not be envied them. 

Ir hath been alledged indeed, that Perſons are 
unwilling to take them for Servants. But as I 
know this to be very falſe in ſome Places, fo I 
hope, where it is true, it cannot be often on ac- 
count of their Education. Some may want Ser- 
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vants of more Strength than theſe young People 
can have at firſt: ſome may diſlike taking fo un- 
experienced ones: ſome may think it beneath 
them, to have ſuch mean Creatures in their 
Houſes : and ſome may be unjuſtly prejudiced 


_ againſt them in other Reſpects, partly by falſe 


Repreſentations, and partly alſo by miſtaken Ap- 
pearances. For there is a ſuperficial Pertneſs, ve- 
ry apt to ſpring up, at that time of Life, amongſt 
Numbers bred together : which ought to be, and 
I hope is, carefully kept under; and yet may 
now and then give a little Offence. Beſides, all 
who are taught any thing valuable, are doubtleſs 
in ſome Danger of eſteeming themſelves rather 
too highly upon it. But this can never be a Rea- 
ſon, why they ſhould be taught nothing valua- 
ble. And ſuch trifling Faults are fo eafily con- 
quered in Children, and will be fo amply recom- 
penſed by ſubſtantial good Qualities, that prudent 
Perſons will certainly think them worth trying at 
leaſt. They will find them taught to their Hands 
thoſe good Principles, which elſe they muſt think 
it their own Duty to teach them, with no ſmall 
Pains. And they will find them reſtrained, as 
much as they could be, from the Vices they 
would wiſh them not to be guilty of, and which 
others of their Rank are too commonly indulged 
in. Still not all, it muſt be owned, prove well, 


Either under this ſort of Management, or any 


other. 
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other. Such as do, be they ever ſo many, little 
or nothing is ſaid of them: it is only what 
ought to be expected. Such as do not, oc- 
caſion abundance of Talk : and all the Errors 
they run into in ſpite of their Education, are pre- 
tended to flow from it. But fo far as Enquiry 
hath hitherto been made, Multitudes have proved 
excellently good; few in proportion remarkably 
bad ; ſcarce any, perhaps none, have been con- 
victed of Capital Crimes, excepting thoſe who 
had been expelled as incurable. And if more 
particular Enquiries ' were carried on in every 
School, as they are in ſome, concerning the Be- 
haviour of each Child, that hath been put out 
either to Service or Apprenticeſhip : where they 
behave ill, it might give a good Inſight into the 
Cauſe, and ſhew how to remove it : But I am 
perſuaded, from what I have experienced, it would 
be generally found they behave well. To which 
perhaps it might add no deſpicable Encourage- 
ment, if ſome little Reward were given to every 
one, who at the End of ſo many Years had de- 
ſerved a good Character. And I am told, there 
is a Legacy left to one School, appropriated to 
this Purpoſe. 

Bur the chief Objection with many Perſons 
is, that this Method of Education takes off great 
Numbers from Huſbandry. And it muſt be al- 
lowed, that moſt of thoſe, who are bred up by 
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Charity in or near theſe two Cities, are fixed in 
or near them afterwards. But is there the leaſt 
Likelihood, that any of them would elſe have 
gone to Country Buſineſs? Do any of the other 
Children of the Poor go to it from hence? Did 
any of them before theſe Schools were erected ? 
None at all. The Governors of one * School 
have for ſome Years advertiſed, that they were 
deſirous of ſending their Children to Huſbandry 
on very reaſonable Terms: and had they met 
with Encouragement, which they have not, others 
would have followed their Example. The Cler- 
oy have frequently in their Sermons exhorted to 
this Method of diſpoſing of them. The more 
than once mentioned Society have adviſed it con- 
tinually for a long time. And could any Perſon 
ſuggeſt the Means of doing it, the Truſtees have 
given publick Aſſurance, that they would rejoice 
in it moſt ſincerely. In the mean while, they do 
all that they have the Power of doing: they 
place them in ſuch Employments, as they muſt 
have followed otherwiſe, if they followed any. 
For indeed many of them would only have been 
brought up to beg or ſteal: few would have been 
diſpoſed of ſo ſoon ; ſcarce any ſo well. As to 


* 'That of St. Andrews, Holborn 
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the Children in Country Schools, their Number 
is ſo ſmall, conſidering the Extent through which 


they are diſperſed, that no general Inconvenience 


could as yet be ſenſibly perceived from it, even 
though a great Part of them were put out impro- 
perly. But I apprehend they are not. They are 
none of them removed hither : nor apter than 
others, ſo far as I can hear, to come of their own 
Accord. Where Manufactures flouriſh, they are 
as uſefully employed in them, as in any thing elle : 
where there are none, or decaying ones only, they 
will go to Huſbandry of courſe. 

IT is faid indeed, that Hands are greatly want- 
ed for Country Work. And at particular Seaſons 
they are : but whether ſo very much upon the 
Whole, as ſome think, may tor ſeveral Reaſons 
be doubted. The Wages of Country Servants 
have certainly been much raiſed : but fo have all 
Wages : perhaps nearly in the ſame Proportion. 
And as the Quantity vf our Wealth, real or no- 
minal, hath increaſed conſiderably within the laſt 
half Century ; the Prices of the Things we ex- 
change it for, and of Labour amongſt other 
Things, muſt have increaſed by Degrees, even 
had Labourers of each Kind been as numerous as 
ever : whereas probably they are much diminiſh- 
ed. But then the Diminution proceeds, not from 
theſe Schools, but from other Cauſes of a very 
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different Nature *. Vaſt Multitudes of Men have 
been employed and loſt in our Armies and Fleets. 
Theſe two great Cities are increaſed beyond Mea- 
ſure, and exhauſt the reſt of the Nation. The 
Number of unneceſſary and uſeleſs Servants is 
multiplied exceſſively : who corrupt one another 
here, and their poor Neighbours when they go 
into the Country, and teach them a Fondneſs for 
the Pleaſures and Eaſe of the Town. Hither 
therefore they flock ; ſet up for ſuch Places and 
ſuch Wages as they like, and behave as they think 
fit : ſupport themſelves by Combinations, when 
out of Place, as long as they can ; and at laſt will 
take any Courſes, rather than wiſe ones. But 
indeed Luxury and Diſſoluteneſs are ſpread with 
Irreligion through our People in general, from 
the Higheſt to the Loweſt : they muſt all both 


appear and fare better than their Predeceſſors in 


the fame Stations : they live, too many of them, 
in wicked and expenſive Lewdneſs, inſtead of 


The Author of the E, &c. ſeems to be ſenſible of this, 
when he ſays, p. 351. that ** if a thouſand Faults were to con- 
« cur, before the Inconveniences we labour under could be pro- 
*« duced, yet no Man can doubt, but Charity Schools are acccl- 
« fary, or at leaſt more likely to increaſe than redreſs our Com- 
„ plaints.” This indeed is ſay ing a great deal too much. But 


as others have ſaid much more, there is no Queſtion but he would 


alſo, unleſs he had ſelt that he could not, conſiſtently with Truth or 


Modeſty. 
honeſt 
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honeſt Matrimony; enfeeble and deſtroy them- 
ſelves early, and produce no Increaſe. Theſe are 
the real Cauſes of the Evil complained of: and 
do they owe their Riſe to Charity Schools? 80 
far from it, that in Truth there is double Occa- 
ſion for ſuch Schools, in Town and Country 
both, to preſerve, if it may be, ſome Part of 
our Poor from this dreadful Plague, that rages fo 
fatally amongſt them. 

Bu r it is objected in the laſt Place, If this 
Method of Education hath ſo excellent a Ten- 
dency, how comes it to paſs, that inſtead of that 
mighty Reformation amongſt the common Peo- 
ple, which the earlier Sermons on this Occaſion 
promiſed from it, they are thus confeſſedly grown 


worſe under the Uſe of it, than they were be- 


fore? Now the Anſwer is very caſy. No Pro- 
viſion of any ſort for the Benefit of Mankind ever 
did, or probably ever will, come up to the Ex- 
pectations and Hopes, which good Perſons, lau- 
dably zealous for it, were willing to entertain. 
Yet this doth not prove all ſuch Proviſions to be 
uſeleſs or wrong. Beſides, it could not well be 
cither foreſeen or ſuſpected, forty Years ago, how 
entirely Magiſtrates and Heads of Families would 
neglect the Religion and Morals of all under their 


Care, and with what enthuſiaſtick Vehemence 


others would ſet themſelves to extirpate Seriouſ- 


nels and Order out of the World, No RE. 
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if ſuch Remiſſneſs and ſuch Licentiouſneſs have 
done more Harm, than Charity Schools have 
done Good. The Number educated in them, is 
a very ſmall Part of the Poor of the Nation: and 
the Wickedneſs of the reſt corrupts too many of 
theſe. Still the right Principles taught them, of- 
ten preſerve them, and often bring them back, 
when nothing elſe would. And if this too fre- 
quently proves otherwiſe, it only ſhews the Prone- 
neſs of our Nature to Sin, and the Neceſſity of 


our beſt Care. Had none been taken, bad as we 


are, we had been much worſe: and had more 
been taken, we might have been much better. 


But to charge the Degeneracy of a People on the 


very Thing that doth ſo much to prevent it, and 
make it the Reaſon of their being Wicked, that 


ſome of them are trained up to be Pious and Vir- 


tuous; is a Degree of Abſurdity, which one ſcarce 
knows how to excuſe from wilful Miſrepreſen- 
tation. 


HI. I now proceed, as I am very ſenſible it 
is high Time, to conſider briefly, in the Hurd 
Place, What Courſe we are to take, if neither 
prudent Management, nor rational Defences of 
the good Work we are engaged in, can intirely 
prevent its being evil ſpoken of : which, -thoug! 
very hard, hath been hitherto, and we muſt ex- 
pect will be, the Caſe. 

SOME 
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SoME will ſpeak ill of it from Hatred, others 
from Indifference, to Religion and Virtue. For 
though in Reaſon both Unbelievers and immora] 
Perſons ought to wiſh that moſt others, eſpecially 
the Poor, might be ſober and honeſt, and for 
that Purpoſe religious ; and therefore ought to 
incourage thoſe of them who are fo, and ſuch 

Methods as would make the reſt of them ſo: yet ,,,,., .. 

Scripture hath taught us to look for the contrary John xv. 19. 

from them, and in Experience we find it. They 4 Jobs Ws 
would even ſeem to act from a kind of Principle 
in this Matter : and Perſons, who have no Fear 
in the leaſt of Society being hurt by Profaneneſs 
and Profligateneſs, affect prodigious Fears of its 
being hurt by Charity Schools: do nothing, ſay 
nothing againſt other Evils, join in them, plead 
for them ; but this one Danger awakens all their 
Publick Spirit : and they are as clear, that the 
Education of theſe poor Children is the Cauſe of 
almoſt every thing they diſlike, as the Heathen 
Romans were, that all the Calamities which be- 
fel their Empire, proceeded from the Growth of 
| Chriſtianity. Some again, without going ſo great 
Lengths, will not fail however to condemn what 
they muſt elſe contribute to. Others are ſo un- 
happily attentive to Party Conſiderations or Per- 
ſonal Prejudices, that if a Deſign ever ſo valua- 
ble comes from a wrong Quarter, inſtead of be- 
ing ambitious to ſhare in the Merit and the Ho- 
F nour 
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nour of it, they ſet themſelves immediately to de- 


pretiate it, and ſuggeſt miſchievous Intentions in 


it. And every one of theſe Motives will induce 
ſome to invent, and many more to magnify Faults: 
to dreſs out Facts with Circumſtances, that intire- 


ly alter the Nature of them; and talk vehement- 


ly about things, which have been corrected long 
ago, as if they happened lately, and the fame il] 
Management ſubſiſted ſtill. No Perſons indeed 
ſhould be charged with ſpeaking or acting from 
worſe Motives than they do : for it is both injur- 
ing and exaſperating them. But every Perſon 
ought conſcientiouſly to examine, what his own 
Motives are, and prudently to conſider, what thoſe 
of others may be ; and neither be influenced by 
their Opinions, nor their Aſſertions, more than 
they deſerve. For not only falſe, but incredible 
and ridiculous Stories about theſe Schools, have 
been confidently averred, and incautiouſly believed. 
Non are bad People only, but very good ones 
ſometimes, grievouſly inclined to Partialities and 
hard Cenſures: too negligent of inquiring, too 
haſty in giving Credit. A ſmall or but imagined 
Failure, in the Scheme, in the Execution, in the 
Succeſs, of a moſt uſeful Undertaking, ſhall cool 
their Friendſhip, or provoke their Enmity to it: 
and they ſtrangely forget, that a few Errors and 
Defects are no Reaſon for abandoning valuable De- 
ſigns, but only for amending them; and that the 
Good 
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Good ariſing from them, even if Amendments 
cannot be procured, may be vaſtly greater than 
the Harm. It is very afflicting, when Perſons, 
who mean well to Religion, will notwithſtand- 
ing take Part thus with ſuch as mean ill to it; and 
abet thoſe, who have no other View than to de- 
ſtroy, inſtead of favouring the Endeavours that 
are uſed to reform and improve. The Watchful- 
neſs of our worthy Dioceſan over the Management 
of this Charity, hath kept equal Pace with the 
Malice of its forwardeſt Adverſaries *. And your 
Care, who are Truſtees, hath been applied with- 
out Intermiſſion to prevent or remedy, what 
others have only buſied themſelves to rail at. Yet 
the faithful Diligence ſhewn on the one ſide, hath 
been ſuſpected and reproached : and the unrigh- 
teous Accuſations brought on the other, applaud- 
ed and propagated. 

Bur, unjuſt as this Treatment is, you muſt 
reſolve to bear it with all poſſible Temper and 
Compoſedneſs. For Perſons, who judge and be- 
have very wrong in relation to theſe Schools, may 
yet be intitled to great Regard on other Accounts. 
And where Prejudice and a kind of Faſhion run 
againſt any thing, as they do amongſt too many 


— 
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* See the Directiant given by the Lord Biſhop of London to the 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Charity Schools, in the Chapter-Houle of 
St. Pauls, Nov. 14. 1724. 


F 2 | in 


1 


A 8 ERM O N Pazxcitzp 


CES 


in the preſent Caſe ; angry Complaints, however 
well grounded, will only be deſpiſed, or excite a 
Return of more Anger : whereas mild Repreſen- 
tations will at leaſt mollify thoſe, whom they can- 
not bring over. Objections therefore, and even 
Invectives, ſhould be patiently heard: and An- 
ſwers, though ſufficiently given already, repeated 
with Calmneſs. If real Faults are found, they 
ſhould be acknowledged: if proper Alterations are 
pleaded for, they ſhould be complied with. For 
though Innovations, which appear very plauſible, 
may be found, when examined, very dangerous; 
and therefore Love of Change is by no means to 
be incouraged : yet Averſion to it may be carried 
to an Extreme alſo; and Perſons may both intend 
very well, and in moſt things do very well, and 
yet material Points may have been either over- 
looked by them at firſt, or gradually forgotten af- 
terwards. Each of you ſingly therefore ſhould 
always be ſolicitous to learn, both from Friends 
and Enemies, what will be conducive to your 
Deſign : and that excellent Rule, which you have 
ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed and fo long obſerved, of 
ſtated Meetings to conſult together for the better 
Conduct of it, ſhould be ſtrictly kept up; and 


diligently applied, to propoſe modeſtly, and pro- 


mote unanimouſly, whatever may contribute ei- 
ther to perfect or recommend it. Only you will 
remember, that the former ſhould be your chief 
Concern : 
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Concern: and that the Reality, not the Name, 
of a Chriſtian and uſeful Education, is the Thing 
you are to have at Heart. | 

SUCH then is your Duty : and if you are con- 
ſcious of having taken due Pains to perform it, let 
who will cenſure or ridicule you, let who will 
grow cool or leave you, go on with Cheerfulneſs, 
and perſevere to the End. For, provided it be 4 
zeal according to knowledge, it is good to be always Rom. x. 2. 
zealouſly affefted in a good thing; and not to ſuffer Gal. iv. 18. 
our love to wax cold, becauſe iniquity abounds, De- Matth. 
ſerting ſuch a Work, after once engaging in it, not 
only withdraws Countenance from it, but caſts an 
Imputation upon it. Be not therefore overcome 
of Evil, but, in this Senſe as well as others, over- 
come Evil with Good. You have the Comfort of Rom. zii ... 
doing much Service to God and your Fellow- 
Creatures: you have the Conſciouſneſs of having 
endeavoured to do more, You deſerve from all 
Perſons, and you will receive from all conſiderate 
Perſons, great Honour : and were it leſs, you 
would only be the ſurer, that you act from a right 
Principle, and ſhall obtain a large Reward ; not 
only for all you have deſigned, but all you have 
born, as you ought ; whether it be Reproach, or 
whether it be Diſappointment. But then let your 
whole Lives be ſuitable to this Part : be good 
Chriſtians in every Reſpect yourſelves, whilſt you 
profeſs to make others ſuch : elſe you diſcredit 
your 
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| Hindrance to either. The beſt Deſigns, without 


. 


your Undertaking before Men, and loſe your Re- 
compence from God. For though Charity ſball 
cover the multitude of fins : yet this one Work is 
only a ſmall Branch of that extenſive Virtue ; and 
were it the Whole, no wilful Tranſgreſſions, that 
are not repented of and forſaken, ſhall ever be hid 
by it. 

Bur all that the Directors of this Charity can 
do, will be much in vain, unleſs you, the Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes of the ſeveral Schools, perform your 
Share as you ought, in every particular, which 
you can either think of yourſelves, or learn from 
others : unleſs you go through your whole Work 
with Diligence and Diſcretion, with Patience and 
Vigilance, with Impartiality and Diſintereſtedneſs, 
with Deference and Reſpect to thoſe who employ 
you, with Authority and yet Mildneſs towards 
thoſe yon are placed over, with a tender Concern 
for their temporal and eternal Happineſs, and a 
fearleſs Reſolution to oppoſe and overcome every 


a ſuitable Execution of them, are likely to end in 
nothing, or worſe. Think then with yourſelves : 
Will you occaſion all this Charity, and all theſe 
Objects of it, to be utterly loſt by your Fault? or 
will you be the Authors of more Good to Them, 
and more Bleſſedneſs to your own Souls, than any 
Perſons of your Degree poſſibly can in any other 
Way? By your Endeavours and your Prayers 


you 
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you have the latter in your Power: and God in- 
cline your Hearts to it! The Impreſſions, that 
can be made from this Place at preſent on your 
poor Children, can be but ſmall, or at beſt ſhort- 
lived. To you therefore I leave it, to give them 
the deepeſt Senſe you are able, of the unſpeakable 
Privilege of their Education, the dreadful Guilt of 
making a bad Uſe of it, the indiſpenſable Duty of 
doing Juſtice and Credit every Way to the Schools 
they belong to, and making a Return hereafter, as 
God ſhall enable them, for the Benefit they re- 
eeive. 

Bur I muſt not even yet conclude, till I have 
in one Word more reminded you all, who are 
here aſſembled, that without continual Help this 
excellent Undertaking cannot be ſupported ; and 
that almoſt every one is capable of giving it Help, 
more or leſs, in ſome Way or other. They who 
have the Burthen of conducting it as Truſtees, all 
afford it the Aſſiſtance of their Purſe, as well as 
their Pains and Advice, And I hope ſuch of you, 
as are proper, will be ready when Occaſion ſhall 
require, to ſhare in the ſame Truſt. For nothing 
is more abſolutely neceſſary to ſuch a Charity, than 
a conſtant Succeſſion of wiſe, and good, and re- 
putable Managers. But if you cannot ſerve it this 
Way, ſerve it however in the much eaſier Way 
of a cheerful Liberality. Its being a god Thing 


evil ſpoken of, obliges You, who are convinced it 
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is unjuſtly ſo ſpoken of, both to patronize it more 

earneſtly, and contribute to it more bountifully. 

The trueſt Objects of Compaſſion upon Earth, are 

young Perſons left, uninſtructed and unreſtrained, 

to the Dangers of a corrupted Nature and a vici- 

ous World. And ſuch, without the timely Inter- 

_ poſition of a Chriſtian Spirit, would theſe have 

been, whoſe Appearance now, not only gives 

your Eyes the Pleaſure of a beautiful and affect- 

ing Spectacle, but your Hearts the Joy of behold- 

ing at once, ſo many Thouſands of young Candi- 

dates for Uſefulneſs in this World, and endleſs 

Felicity in the next, as perhaps no Nation un- 

der the Sun beſides hath ever ſeen together. Let 

us comfort ourſelves in the Proſpect, and oppoſe 

it to the very gloomy ones we have around us, 

Amongſt the Poor our Religion firſt had its Riſe : 

and there at leaſt it may yet maintain its Ground, 

till it all again take root downward, and bear 

Ia... fruit upward, amongſt other Ranks of Men. We 

=. following the original Plan of Providence, in 

making Proviſion for revealing thoſe things to 

babes, which the wiſe and prudent in their own 

Matth. xi. 25. Eyes have hid from themſelves. And may God, 

out of the mouths of theſe babes and ſucklings, or- 

Pfal. viii. 2. dain and perfect praiſe to his holy Name, and 
_ /trength to the Kingdom of his ęverbleſſed Son! 


* 
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